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Cross-Campus Elections and Referendum – Code of Conduct Guidance Document 

 

Each year, the University of Nottingham Students’ Union holds a number of cross-campus elections, 

and when we are presented with referenda, we put questions out to the whole student body. 

 

We encourage all our candidates, and their campaign teams to have fun and engage in good natured 

campaigning, and to remember that you are looking to show students that you are the best 

candidate for the role you’re running for or for the cause you support. 

 

Throughout these elections and referendum periods, we ask candidates and their teams to conduct 

themselves in a manner that enables the fair and democratic running of an election, in a way that is 

positive and encourages students to use their vote how they wish.   

We have a set of Guiding Principles around this process, called the Elections Guiding Principles 

document.  We are also asking these candidates to sign a pledge to campaign in this positive 

manner, which we have detailed below. 

 

Code of Conduct Pledge 

 

By signing this, you indicate that you: 

i) Agree not to bully, intimidate, threaten or harass any Candidate, member of a Campaign 

Team, student, staff member, or other person when partaking in Elections activity. 

 

ii) Will not coerce or instruct any student to vote for a particular Candidate. 

 

iii) Will attend meetings, briefings and training sessions where it is mandatory you would be 

present or send a member (or members) of your Campaign team in your place should you 

not be able to attend. 

 

iv) Will campaign within the dates as outlined by the Elections Committee, and will not put up 

Campaign materials, promote or advertise your candidacy in person or on social media 

before these dates. 

 

v) Agree to campaign in a way that is co-operative, friendly, and in the spirt of the Elections, 

respecting the views of your fellow Candidates and sharing the space and resources that you 

have available to campaign. 

 

vi) As a Candidate, understand you are responsible for guiding your Campaign team to 

represent you and your candidacy in line with this Guidance Document, the Elections 

Guiding Principles, and the values and governance of the Students’ Union, and that breaches 

by your Campaign team can be considered as a breach by the Candidate they represent. 

 

vii) Understand you are expected to act in line with our Governing Documents, and that direct 

violation of these documents can result in action by the Elections Committee and Returning 

Officer and their Deputy. 

 

viii) Understand and accept the authority of the Returning Officer, the Deputy Returning Officer, 

the Elections Committee, and the Guiding Principles, as well as this pledge. 
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By signing this Code of Conduct pledge, you agree to abide by the Elections Guiding Principles, as 

well as the code of behaviour as outlined above.  You understand that you are subject to the rule of 

law and the rules of the University of Nottingham, as a student and a general citizen, as well as to 

any other rules regarding the Elections that may be set out in the Candidate Handbook, or adopted 

at any time before or during the Elections. 

Any grievance submitted in line with a violation of the above can lead to investigation, potential 

strikes from the Elections Committee, or other action taken if referred to the University of 

Nottingham, and that these investigations may lead to your disqualification from the Elections 

process. 

 

SIGNED ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

PRINT NAME ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

CANDIDATE / CAMPAIGN TEAM ROLE ________________________________________________ 

 

 

Please submit this form to the Representation Development Office, or to 

suelections@nottingham.ac.uk.  Please ensure this is submitted no later than the opening of 

voting for the current Elections Period.  You can find the key dates for this Elections Period on our 

website, or by contacting the team on the above e-mail to confirm when this deadline is. 

 

Appendix: 

 

Review of this Guidance Document 

1. Elections Committee should advise on the effectiveness of this Guidance Document to 

Democratic Procedures Committee where relevant. 

a. Elections Committee are able to make minor amendments such as (but not limited 

to) small cosmetic changes, minor grammatical changes, or minor alterations to 

information that enable this Guidance Document to remain factual, relevant and 

informative. This is in line with point 7 of the Elections Bye-Law. 
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